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explains many phenomena not uncommonly observed in obstetric 
practice, and gives a rational basis for some important decisions 
regarding the treatment of the mother in the interest of the child. 
No one can rightly decide upon the various obstetric operations 
whose purpose is to save the life of the child without understanding 
sufficient of the conditions which make this life possible to choose 
wisely. While obstetric surgeiy is rapidly advancing and obstetric 
operations are more and more successful, they will frequently fail 
unless performed in cases where the child is in good condition. To 
recognize the fetal condition a knowledge of its physiology and 
pathology is of the greatest value. 

It was our purpose to review with this the author’s more recent 
volume on the pathology and hygiene of the embiyo, which com¬ 
pletes the entire subject, but this journal has not received this vol¬ 
ume for review. E. P. D. 


L’OeUF HUMAIN ET LES PREMIERS STADES DE SON DEVELOPPE- 

ment. Element d’embryogene par T. Potocki et A. Branca. 

Avec 100 figures et 7 planches. Paris: G. Steinheil, editeur, 1905. 

This book of 196 pages has been written to serve as an introduc¬ 
tion to the study of obstetrics, and does not pretend to be a treatise 
on embryology. The authors start with the intention of following 
the development of the ovum and of the fetal membranes in man 
alone. The great difficulty in such a study of making certain points 
clear without reference to comparative embryology is immediately 
apparent; so that even with their fixed purpose in view the authors 
continually revert to the development of the lower animals in 
describing the changes in growth of the human embiyo. But since 
these references to comparative embryology are curt and introduced 
rather apologetically one feels only half enlightened upon certain 
parts of the subject In their treatment the authors consider in 
turn “the sexual products,” their origin and their morphological 
value; “the genital apparatus and the sexual life,” ovulation and 
the corpus luteum, menstruation, the genital organs during preg¬ 
nancy, the genital apparatus, and the postpartum; “the first stages 
of development of the embiyo,” fecundation, the segmentation of 
the egg, the formation of the embryonic membranes; “the embiyonic 
membranes,” the umbilical vesicle, the amnion, the allantois, the 
chorion, the fixation of the ovum and placentation, the umbilical 
cord. The book is well illustrated with figures, and contains seven 
rather familiar but well-executed plates representing in a schematic 
form the development of the fetal membranes. By reason of the 
large print and short paragraphing, so typical of the French, the 
book makes easy reading, and is on the whole interesting as an 
introduction to obstetrics. W. T. L. 
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REVIEWS 


Studies in General Physiology. By Jacques Loeb, formerly 
of the Department of Physiology, now Professor of Physiology in 
the University of California. The Decennial Publications, second 
series, Vol. XV. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1905. 

The decennial publications from the University of Chicago 
are now well known to the general medical public. The present 
volume comprises a notable series of papers. Professor Loeb’s 
unusual work in physiology has had wide recognition, and most of 
the articles which have been gathered together to form these vol¬ 
umes are already familiar to many whose immediate line of inves¬ 
tigation lies outside of physiology. Practically all of Professor 
Loeb’s original contributions have been collected and bound to¬ 
gether to form the two volumes. There are thirty-eight papers, a 
large number of which appeared originally in German, ana have 
been translated for this publication. In the first volume are the 
earlier articles dealing with the subject of heleotropism, while in the 
second volume one finds the well-known experiments on artificial 
pathogenesis. It is not, however, necessaiy to discuss the various 
subjects in detail. It is highly satisfactoiy to have these papers put 
into an accessible form, and for this one is indebted to the decennial 
publications. W. T. L. 


Anatomie des membres. Dissection. Anatomie Topograph ique 
Par le Dr. Ch. Dujarier, ancien prosecteur h l’Amphithbatre 
de Clamart, chef de clinique chirurgicale h la faculty. Avec 58, 
planches originales dessin6es par Reignier. G. Steinheil, editeur, 
Paris, 1904. 

Under this title M. Dujarier publishes an atlas which is “the 
fruit of his years as prosector in the amphitheatre of anatomy of 
Clamart” The book is intended for guidance of students in the 
dissecting room, placing beneath their eyes types of anatomical 
preparations which have been drawn by Reignier from specimens 
dissected by the author. There are 58 original plates, mostly in 
colors, illustrating the different steps in the dissection of the various 
parts of the limbs. Anomalies which are frequently encountered 
have been inserted. In addition to these plates there are 19 taken 
from Farabeuf. In the text each region is described with a little 
more detail than is usual in an atlas in order that the student will 
not be obliged to have recourse to a descriptive anatomy for a com¬ 
plete account of the structures. The author has particularly devel¬ 
oped the chapters on the axilla, fold of the elbow, palm of the hand, 
region of the buttock, Scarpa’s triangle, knee-joint, and sole of the 
foot The book is clear and accurate and is recommended not only 
to students, but also to physicians who may at a glance desire to 
refresh their memory of the anatomy of the extremities. F. T. S. 



